STATE OF INDIA.                     IIS

In each Bengalee village, there exists a
form of government, more or less perfect,
In former times, the order was as follows :

The Zemindar^ or collector on the part
of Government*

The Cartoon-gee, a sort of comptroller
over the accounts of the zemindar.

The Putwary, or register.

The Mundih or Go/nasthas9 men of re-
spectability among the ryots or peasants,
who were allowed to take lead in managing
the affairs of the zemindars. These ought
properly to stand between the zemindars
and the peasants ; but, from indulgences
granted them by the zemindars, they were
often and easily swayed to favour these last
in carrying any point against the ryots*
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